
September 8, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Court Room with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  All commissioners were in attendance.    
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted a change of David Stene 
moving to the 11:15 time slot and Garry Johanson moving to the 11:45 time slot.  Commissioner Bommersbach noted 
that he would like to talk about advertising for a board member for the Airport Authority.  Commissioner Jacobson made 
a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Hall asked if board members had the opportunity to read the minutes of the August 20th meeting.  
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward changing the time set for the General Election Canvassing Board, requesting a change from 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. to allow more proofing time for her staff as they would be processing ballots postmarked on or 
before election day but received up until the 10th,  on Tuesday the 10th, and then having the Veterans Day Holiday on 
Wednesday, so would like to do additional proofing on Thursday morning.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to set the canvassing board on November 12, 2020 at 2:30 p.m.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach then brought discussion forward on the need to advertise for a new Airport Authority 
Board Member, serving as a county representative.  He noted that Gordon Person has resigned from the Airport 
Authority Board as a county representative after serving a number of years and having been an active member.  
Consensus of the board was to look into the bylaws and then have A/T Hanson submit an advertisement for the local 
newspapers.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward a resolution to classify tax forfeited lands.  Ms. Hanson explained that there was one 
parcel in Hendrum Township, previously owned by Carl Aabye, that has several hundred feet of waterfront along the Wild 
Rice River that would need to possibly be classified as conservation land and submitted to the Department of Natural 
Resources for permission to sell.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 09-08-2020-1 A Resolution for 
Classification of Possible Conservation Land in relation to Tax-Forfeited Property.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file 
in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward a resolution to classify non-conservation lands, noting that these properties were 
mostly within city boundaries excepting a property in Bear Park Township that was held over from last year, and two 
properties in Green Meadow Township.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adopt CR 09-08-2020-2 A 
Resolution for Classification of Non-Conservation Land in Relation to Tax-Forfeited Property.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and a 
copy is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board with the latest COVID-19 update.  Sarah noted that 
Norman County has 48 positive cases with 2 being active at this point.  Director Kjono also noted that school was in 
session beginning today and we will see what kind of challenges that may bring.  Ms. Kjono also noted that statewide 
hospitalizations are down, however, the increases are in the 20-24 age group.  Director Kjono stated that both Polk and 
Clay County have seen an uptick lately.   
 
Commissioners inquired of Director Kjono what she is hearing on a vaccine and when it might be available.  Ms. Kjono 
noted that she has heard of hope that one may be available early in November, but she is cautious about whether she 
believes it will be ready by then, and certainly would not be distributed to the masses at that time.  She notes that work 
is being done on who would be the first to receive the vaccine and also noted that children under 18 would not be given 
the vaccine due to modified testing procedures used in a pandemic setting.   
 



At 9:45 a.m. the CARES Act subcommittee represented by LeeAnn Hall addressed the board with regard to the Business 
Support portion of the CARES Funding Grant.  Commissioner Hall noted that they are looking to cap a business grant at 
$10,000; are using the Pennington County application as a model, implementing a few changes and setting up a point 
system working together with Northwest Regional Development Commission who will also assist the NCEDA in reviewing 
applications.  Commissioner Hall noted that an ad would be in the paper this week, and she hoped to have the 
application ready to go by week’s end.  The committee is looking to have applications submitted to the county by 
September 25th in order to begin the review process.  David Stene representing the subcommittee noted that he had sent 
out a draft copy of a resolution, but had not brought it to the board as he had not heard back from committee members.  
The board was hopeful that this could come back at a later time in the meeting for approval.    
 
At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Hall called for a short break to reconvene the meeting at 10:05 a.m.  
 
At 10:17 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Highway Engineer, presented his agenda to the board.  The first item on his agenda 
was a resolution for final acceptance of Project 001-18-1C from M & K Bridge Construction.  Keith noted that this had 
been addressed at the prior board meeting, but he did not have a resolution at that time.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to adopt CR 09-08-2020-3 A Resolution for Certificate of Final Acceptance of Project Number DNR 001-
18-1C.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution 
was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
  
The next item brought forward was a resolution for acceptance of and final payment of S.A.P. 54-603-013 and S.A.P. 54-
603-015 with R.J. Zavoral & Sons, Inc.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 09-08-2020-4 A Resolution for 
Acceptance of and Final Payment of S.A.P. 54-603-013 and S.A.P. 54-603-015.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously with 5 yeas and 0 nays.  A copy of this resolution is 
on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
The next item of discussion was a petition received from Benjamin Kettner to use County Ditch No. 8 as an outlet to drain  
his property when placing tile drainage.  Following discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve with 
moving ahead to hold a hearing on the petition of Ben Kettner to use County Ditch No. 8 as an outlet.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  *Upon typing these minutes, A/T Hanson noted the legal 
description did not contain a Section-Township-Range identifying the property, so this has been placed on hold per 
Attorney Brue until Mr. Kettner provides a revised petition with an adequate legal description.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was an Application for Maintenance Work on Judicial 55, and laterals 4 & 2.  
The request was for cleaning and leveling of the spoil pile.  The petitioners also request Norman & Mahnomen Counties 
start a 3-year rotation of helicopter spraying for cattails in all county ditches.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to approve the cleaning requested for Judicial 55.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
The next item of discussion was an Application for Maintenance Work on County Ditch 8.  The request was for cleaning of 
Ditch 8 and leveling of the spoil.  The petitioners were also requesting Norman County start a 3-year rotation of 
helicopter spraying for cattails in County Ditch 8 and 9.  After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion 
to approve the cleaning requested on Ditch 8.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item brought forward was another Application for Maintenance Work on County Ditch 47.  The request was for 
work to be done in the fall of 2020 described as spraying vegetation (cattails and brush) as needed.  Inspecting the ditch 
for blockages (vegetation/silt) and spot clean as necessary.  Inspection, spraying ad cleaning is also requested from end of 
Ditch 47 in Section 15 to County Road #36.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the request for 
spraying, inspection and cleaning of Ditch 47.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item Engineer Berndt brought forward was a request to allow payment to 2 Rivers Construction for concrete 
work in the City of Hendrum in the amount of $15,634, stating that the invoice was received too late for including in the 
Commissioner’s warrants for this meeting.  After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to allow 
the payment to 2 Rivers Construction in the amount of $15,634.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
At 10:40 a.m. Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, addressed the board with the need for two resolutions, one to approve 
the appointment of Virginia Olson to Deputy Registrar 071 and removing herself from the responsibilities of the Motor 
Vehicle and DNR Stations for Norman County effective 09-25-2020.  The second resolution would be to change the names 



on banking accounts, removing Kari, and placing Stacy Erickson on the accounts with Virginia Olson who has been on the 
accounts for years.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 09-08-2020-5 A Resolution to Approve the Appointment of Virginia 
Olson to Deputy Registrar 071-Ada and Station 654-Ada.   Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll 
call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously with 5 yeas and 0 nays.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the 
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 09-08-2020-6 A Resolution for the Change of Individuals 
Allowed Banking Access for Norman County License Center, Norman County DNR and Norman County Recorder 
Checking Accounts.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  
The resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
At this time Chairman Hall addressed the next item of business which was to pay the bills.  Chairman Hall asked if all 
commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills presented for payment.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion 
to approve the bills as presented.   
 
Revenue - $ 53,127.90   Road & Bridge - $ 216,682.84  Building - $ 2,148.40 
 
Public Health - $ 24,426.96  County Homes $897.99   TOTAL - $ 297,284.09 
 
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.     
 
At this time David Stene re-entered the meeting to present the proposed resolution dedicating the CARES Funds for 
Community Outreach Resources and Service Providers.  Mr. Stene provided all board members with a copy of the 
proposed resolution.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 09-08-2020-7 A Resolution of the Norman 
County Board of Commissioners Dedicating CARES Funds for Norman County Community Outreach Resources and 
Service Providers to Respond to the Covid-19 Public Health Crisis.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on 
roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously with 5 yeas and 0 nays.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the 
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
At 11:02 James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board regarding the proposed Resolution to Change Norman 
County Recorder from an Elected to Appointed Position that had been published in the Norman County Index for the 
last two weeks, and invited any comment from the public.  Pat Pfund who was in attendance offered her public 
comment, stating she believed the change to an appointed position would result in a more qualified individual holding 
the position as the board would advertise and interview candidates rather than the possibility of a popularity contest 
determining who became elected to the position.  No other comments were offered from the public.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 09-08-2020-8 A Resolution to Change the Norman County Recorder from 
Elected to Appointed.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  
The resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy of such is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Attorney Brue then offered that he felt the Staffing Committee might want to meet to discuss moves within the 
Recorder’s Office as the board advertises the Recorder’s position.  After some discussion, a meeting of the Staffing 
Committee was set for September 15th at 10 a.m. to allow the Staffing Committee to present their recommendations at 
the September 17th board meeting.   
 
At 11:15 a.m. David Stene, Chief Financial Officer, addressed the board with regard to setting the preliminary levy.   
Mr. Stene noted that he had made some changes to the Road & Bridge budget while working with Engineer Berndt and 
also had made changes to the Solid Waste levy to hopefully end the 2021 year with a positive balance, while working 
with Garry Johanson.  This brought the current projected need to a 2.992% increase over the 2020 levy.  A/T Hanson 
noted that with this being a preliminary levy that they are not allowed to raise, but can lower, would feel more 
comfortable with them raising this ½ to 1 percent at this time as there are a lot of variables as to what happens between 
September and December and this proposed levy does not allow much wiggle room.  Commissioner Gunderson made a 
motion to set the proposed levy at 3% for 2021.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:30 a.m. Camille Bessler, Court Administrator, addressed the board with a proposed speaker 
system/amplifier/microphones for the Court Room.  Ms. Bessler explained that she has been working with the IT person 



from the Court System, Curt Misialek, and he had the proposed system in the courtroom last month and they did a test 
on the system, and it seemed to work very nicely.  Ms. Bessler stated that she felt much more comfortable about 
recommending this solution to the sound issues in the courtroom.  The proposal was received from Advanced Systems 
Integration in the amount of $12,644.67.  After considerable discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
accept the proposal from Advanced Systems Integration in the amount of $12,644.67.  Commissioner Redland seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:50 a.m. Garry Johanson, E.S.O. entered the meeting and addressed the board with a resolution to set the Norman 
County 2021 Market Price for solid waste management tax purposes.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt 
CR 09-08-2020-9 A Resolution for Norman County 2021 Market Price for solid waste management tax purposes.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was 
adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
There being no further business to bring before the board, Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting at 11:58 a.m.  
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


